General Wedding Ceremony Outline

Prelude: Music

Processional: Music and entrance of family, groom, bridal party and bride. How everyone enters. There is symbolism here on the bride leaving her past behind and entering into marriage with her husband. There are many new ways to do this. Positioning at the alter/platform.

The Convocation: An introduction/welcome usually done by celebrant but sometimes couple will do part of this to welcome their guests. Welcome guests and set the tone of what this wedding is about and what the guests will witness or be asked to participate in (statement of intention). Also may include a remembrance piece for family members not present or who have past on. Parents sometime participate in this part.

The Invocation:  A prayer/poem/song to create sacred space or acknowledge the presence of the divine or love usually done by celebrant or singer/musician. 

The Readings:   Prayers, poems, songs, old love letters, scripture usually read by friends, family and celebrant that reflect on your views of love, marriage and commitment.

* The Address: Like a sermon if the couple wishes to send a message to their guests about what kind of commitment they are making. I tend to have the couple do this with symbolism or make this part of the introduction in shorter ceremonies.

The Consecration: To make sacred the words you just heard, a blessing for the bride and groom. This is a bridge from the messages to the more intimate part of the ceremony and focusing on the couple. ( I have also done this as a blessing after the vows and included blessings by the guests.)

The Expression of Intent: Making public your desire to wed.  The "I do's." ( Can be combined with vows)

The Vows: Usually the most memorable part of the wedding. Making your love tangible, how it brought you together and how it will sustain you. Your heartfelt  promises. A couple can choose to say these quietly to each other too.

The Blessing and Exchange of Rings: Explaining what the rings mean (material symbol of your bond) and what you take away from the ceremony as a everyday reminder of what you pledge as you exchange rings.

Unity Ceremony/Symbols: Candles, Water, Grains, Flowers (can come after vows or after kiss) Instrumental music or song work well with this.

The Pronouncement of Marriage and the Kiss: Public prouncement. Usually a special moment. Can be done simple acknowledge the couple sanctifies their marriage and announce them married or with legal (by the authority invested in me by the Commonwealth) and/or spiritual ( by the love and grace of Spirit/God that is within me).  And of course the kiss seals the promise!

The Benediction: A joyous end to the ceremony with a blessing or positive message to send the couple out into the world.

Presentation: Introduction of bride and groom as newly married (clapping) How would you liked to be introduced:

The Recessional: Music and Bride & Groom leaving along with bridal party and family to go to....

* Usually left out of shorter services.
